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Of the 1 655 
Mr. Samuel Bourn, 
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Who Died the Ath of March 1719, in tlie 9 
72d Year of his Age. 1 
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i: Linas i, 3. 
And the Prophets that were at Bethel 
RS forth to Eliſha, and ſaid unto 


baum; Knoweſt 
oil Take Wy thy Maſter from thy 


Head to Day? Aud he ſud, Tea 1 


kw it, Bo you Ju | edc. 5 


* nnr among ſt you cs 
Day will cauſe, I'm Fo a ge- 
neral Uncaſineſs, as twill en 
in every Mind the Imag 
bleſſed Farher, and fill t 
of this Dy with 2 2 
fuſions. 
| — Nor had I come here ſo ſoon, 
us that the ſame ber er which has reinoy' d my 
Father, did, a little before, remove one of his Charge 
out” of this into the other World; whoſe Funeral I 


am deſir d to commemorate in a er ſuited to 


that Occaſions which is to be the Work of the Af⸗ 
ee I ſhall therefore ſpend this Part cf the Day 

a ſmall Part of the Acknowledgements I 
foes 


Memory of my Father, and at the fame 
Time endeavour to aſſiſt you in the RefleQions you 
A 2 
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ought to make on ſuch an Event, and in the Im- 

rovement-. which the Author of that Event expects 
Ro a People ſo deeply concern'd in it, and left fo 
naked by it: For how great ſoeyer the Infelicity of 
his Family is by ſuch a Stroke, I can't but look on 


yours to be at leaſt equally great. PE B. 
What Things I propoſe to deliver upon this Oc- Wl to th 
caſion, ſhall be from a Text that will give me Room ktry 
to lay before you all that I have Time for. Place 
2 Kings ii. 3. And the Prophets that were at Bethel Beth. 
came forth to Eliſha, and ſaid unto him; Knoweſt te 
thou that the Lord will take away thy Maſter from F V 
thy Head to Day ? And he ſaid, Tea I know it, hold rated 
| you your Peace, „ ce N 
The ſame Queſtion was put to Eliſha by the Sons with 
of the Prophets at Fericho, v. 5. They came to Eliſha, cern 
and faid, Koweſt t hon that the Lord will take away thy look 
Mater from thy Head to Day? And he ond E Ol 
the fame Anſwer : La I know it, hold you your Peace. WI tende 
When the Time was come that the old Prophet MW The 
Elijah muſt finiſh his Miniſtrations and go up to God; ¶ ous. 
In order to try the Faithfulneſs and Conſtancy of Eli- W As t 
| ſha, or that he might enflame his Deſires and Love, ceffi 
he urg' d him to ſtay at Gilgal, while he perform d an Reaſ 
Embaily at Bethel. But Eliſha wou'd not leave him; mam 
he wou'd enjoy Eljah's Company while on Earth, MW Succ 
and was refolv'd to be a Witneſs, if he might, of the MW Zeal, 
Manner of his Departure to Heaven, which either from and 
the Spirit, or from Elijah's own Mouth had been ſig- Cr 
nified to be near. Es. „„ em 
Accordingly he accompanied Elijah, whoſe laſt T 
Work was to viſit the Schools of the Prophets, that he WW Ela 
might leave with em his Bleſſing, and Spirit, counſel ſit h 
and animate the young Men there in their Preparatory MI ſha 1 
Studies. He went firſt ro the School at Berhel, then at hc 
to that at Jericho. ro og and 
5 Mote, Thoſe who are young, who are intending Ml that 


for, or newly enter'd into the Work ef the Miniſtry 
a 5 þ 1 | greatly 
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3 need the Prayers, Advice and Preſence of aged 


Hands are weak, and our Hearts fail, when they go 
Both theſe Places, Bethel and Jericho were ſubject 


to the Rings of Iſrael, who ſupported Ferobeam's Ido- 


ktry, who had ſet up an Idol in the former of theſe 
Places, 1 Kings xii. 29. which was therefore call'd 


Beth- ven, Hol iv. 15; Molary turns BETHEL, 


the Houſe of God, into BETH-AV EN, the Houſe 
of 2 and Iniquity. Vet theſe Schools were tole- 
nated. * 4 


Note, While Schools are uncorrupted, and fill'd 


with ſober and pious Youths, whoſe prevailing Con- 


cern it is to prepare for future Uſefulneſs, they may 
look for the ſingular Protection of God's Providence. 


Obſerve farther, That faithful old Miniſters have a 
tender Affection for young Miniſters and Students. 
t 


They lcok upon them as their Succeſſors in a glori- 
ous Miniſtry, who muſt ſtand up in their Room. 
As the Prieſthood under the firſ# Covenant, was ſuc- 
ceſſive, the Prieſts not being ſuffer'd to continue by 


Reaſon of Death; fo the Goſpel-Miniſtry paſſes thro' | 
many Hands. Dying Miniſters earneſtly deſire their 


Succeſſors may be furniſhed with Knowledge, and 


Zeal, and Prudence, that they may ſhine and burn, 


and execute their great. Office with Faithfulneſs to 


Chriſt and Souls. They are deſirous to leave with 
em their dying Counſels, and dying ix "i 5 
Notice of 


The Scholars at both theſe 0 


Eljah's Departure, and look upon this as the laſt Vi- 
fit he wou'd make em; and apprehending that El- 
ſha wou'd be moſt deeply affected with this Stroke, 
at both Places, they addreſs their Diſcourſe to him, 
and ask him the Queſtion in the Text: Knoweſt thou 


that the Lord, &c. 
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In order to explain this Paſſage, obſerve 
Fit, That the Men intended for the | 
Work of the Miniſtry are called the Sons of the 
Prophets, i. e, their Diſciples or Scholars; For Ma- 
ſters and Tutors ought to be ſo many Fathers to their 
Pupils in Affection and Care. Eliſba calls Elijah his 
FAKE Se an 4 . 1 

Secondly, When ay, T bis Day, they mean ly, 
for the ner of Eb ab and 22 Faun Jyrdan chro f 
Bethel and Jericho to ge again, with their Staying 
to do Good by the Way, wou'd take them up pro- 
bably more than one Day. 

Thirdly, In that oe from thy Head, they ſeem 
to allude to the Way of Schools, where the Maſters 
far in a higher Place, all his Scholars firting below at 
his Feet, Acts xxu. z. Ch! 

Or, the Expreſſion may import thus much, Thy 
« Maſter is to thee what a Crown, or other Orna- 
* ment is to the Head, fo that when thou loſeſt thy 
| & Maſter, thou ſhalt loſe thy Crown and thy Glo- 
ce ry.” An antient faithful Miniſter is the Orna- 
ment and Glory of an Aſſembly, and when ſuch an 
one dieth, their Glory is laid in the Duſt. 

Or, the Head may be put for the Man, Know- 
ce eſt thou that the Lord will this Day take away 
* thy Head, or take from thee thy Maſter, who is 
fe thy Head, and thou be left as a Body without a 
« Head?” The Removal of ſuch a Miniſter as Eli- 
jah is the Beheading of a Society, the whole Body 
languiſhes. ES 7 , 

Or, from thy Head, may fi gnify only from thy 
| Preſence, from before thy Face, that thou ſhalt ſe 
and converſe with him no longer. The Time will 
come when a People ſhall ſee their Miniſters no more; 
they ſhall fir under their Inſtructions, and receive 
their Viſits in their Families no more, 


F oprthly, 
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| Forth, Eliffa's Anſwer was, Hold your Peace. Si- * 
nee becomes great and myſterious/ Providences. Ile 
the MW was probably afraid leſt Elijah ſhou'd be ſuddenly taken | YZ 
the Ml from him, and he was unyiling to have his Mind = 
Ma-. or Eyes diverted. He was too Thoughtful and Con- '2 
WH cen'd to be talk'd with, therefore he bids em hold = 
his I cheir Peace. eee Cog Ons... I 
1 The whole Senſe of both the Queſtion and the 
ortly, WI Anſwer, and the Leſſon of Truth and Duty they 
thro' teach us, may be repreſented in theſe five Propoſitions. 


I. Aged faithful Miniſters are, during their Life 
and Miniſtry, to their People, and to younger 
Miiniſters a dear and valuable Head. 2 


II. The Time is coming when God will remove 


his aged Miniſters from their Charges. ; 


III. When faithful aged Miniſters are remov'd 
by Death, they are taken from the Head of 
their Charges, and all who have been under 
their Care ought to look on themſelves as de- 
priv'd of their Head, 


IV. Tis proper and may be uſeful for a Peo- 
ple, and for younger Miniſters, the Sons of the 
Prophets, to be before-hand thinking and diſ- 
courſing on the Removal of aged Miniſters from 
their Head. 


V. Some Providences are ſo dark and cloudy, 
artictilarly the Removal of faithful Miniſters 
y Death, that thoſe who are moſt concern'd 
il in them, care not to talk of em, but rather 
e; chooſe to fit down and think them over. 


Tho! Elijah was remov'd by the Tranſlation of 
his whole Mas to Heaven, 
; 44 


I ſubſtitute Death in the 
* Place 
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I. Aged faithful Miniſters, are, during their Life 
and Miniſtry, to their People, and to their younger 
Brethren, a dear and valuable Head. 
Such a Head was Elijah to Iſrael, and to the Sons 


- of the Prophets. 1 ® ke k 
Such a Head was my Father to this Aſſembly, 
and to the younger Miniſters within his Reach, ve- 
ry dear and very valuable to all. Both you and they 
have oft fat under his Miniſtry with great Delight, 
and his Sermons and his Prayers have 6 pleaſant, 
very pleaſant to our Taſte. 3 
The laſt Opportunity I ever had to hear him 
preach was at Kendal, from Pſalm xcvii. 11. Light is 
ſown for the Righteous, and Gladneſi for the Upright in 
Heart. In that Diſcourſe, he defcrib'd, in the moſt 
lively Manner, the bleſſed Harveſt of Light and Joy, 
as a Motive to that moral Righteouſneſs, and Inte- 
grity of Soul, which he ſhew's were the Oualificati- 
ons which intitle to a Share in thoſe Harveſts, 


, 


4 TJ'ꝰoꝛo be more particular, ä | 
1. Faithful aged Miniſters are to their People, and Ir 
to younger Miniſters, Heads of Life and Motion. As 


the Nerves are Originated in the Brain, and convey fu] 
thence freſh animal Spirits, or a nervous Fluid, by W: 


which Life and Senſe and Motion are preſery'd and an 
perform'd in all Parts of the Body; ſo this great Of- 

fce of a natural Head to the Members is perform'd th 
in a better Senſe by faithful Miniſters to 15 Mem- B 
bers of the Society whereof they are Heads, and to OY 
the Members of the Claſs to which they belong. in 
They are employ'd by Jeſus Chriſt, the Author of te 


Nature and Grace, to inſpire Life and Motion into W | 
94 = Elijah 
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til, whilein the World, was the Life and Light 


of Hfrael, their Comfort and their Joy. Ay Father, 
has been long ſo to you: I- am 
dead Sinner has been brought to Life by him; that 
many who are now alive unto God, owe their new 
Life to the Force of his Miniſtry, render'd ſucceſs- 
ful by a ſtill morg excellent Power. 2 


perſuaded many. a 


Many a good Work, has been either begun or encou- : 


rag d by him, and J believe none of that Name ever 


ſtopp'd at his Door. e e 
My Brethren, in the Miniſtry will ſay, He gave 
Life and Spirit as well as Light to their Copverſa- 
tion: That his Affability and Facetiouſneſs mixt with 
Gravity made him very pleaſant to em all; and his 
Propriety in expreſſing Himſelf in Diſcourſe, in Preach- 
ing, and in Prayer, was what few came up to. 

I may add, there was a peculiar Vivacity in his 
Spirit and Expreſſion, tho' not at all times equal; 
and this accompanied him to the laſt ; which may be 
urg'd as an Argument for the Immortality of the 
Soul, and its Independance on the Body, as to its 
Exiſtence and Intellectual Operations. 
Once during his Illneſs, when he reyiv'd a little 
and fat up, he faid to thoſe about him, “ Now I 
ce think I ſhall trouble the World a while longer”. 
I mention this only for the Vivacity of the Thought. 

I may further add, that his Prayers were wonder- 
fully fitted to inſpire Devotion into his Hearers. It 
was not eaſy to hear him pray without Admiration 
and Concern, His Ardours were catching. 

2. Aged Faithful Miniſters are Heads of Vnion to 


their People, and in ſome Reſpects to their younger 


Brethren. i 

As our Union with the Catholick Church conſiſts 

in an Adheſion to Feſus Chriſt as univerſal Head; and 

to. all true Chriſtians as Fellow-Members ; which 

Union is form'd by the Communication of the Spi- 

zit on Chriſt's Part, and by Faith exercis'd on all 
| 0 | proper 
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proper Objects, Love and Obedience on the Part of at 
- Chriſtians: So the Union of à Parricmlar Church WM vac R 
conſiſts in an Adbefjon to their Paſtor, and to the ſe, MW Miniſ 
veral Members of the Society taught and ruled by Temp 
him in full Subordination to Chriſt. * n ho 
Union with the Paſtor lies in a due internal Reve- Intere 
fence, Reſpect, and Love as to his Perſon, and an Souls 
Obediential Regard to his Miniſtry, while he acts in MW Glory 
Purſuance of his Commiſſion ; and in an external At- 3. 
tendance on his Miniſtrations, with a ſtated receiving munii 
from him the Seals of the Covenant; and in paying MW & the 
upon all Occaſions a juſt Deference in Words — 

5 Actions, not only what is due to his Perſonal Im- Su 
* provements in Knowledge and Goodneſs, but what I catin, 
is owing to his Relative Capacity, he being related to IM riſing 
Jeſus Chriſt as his Miniſter and Agent, and to his them 
People as their Head and Servant for Jeſus's Sake. Sy 
When Faithfulneſs and Age meet together in a catin 
Miniſter, they ought to be, and often are both Rea- thing 
ſons and Motives of Union to their People. They and 
tend to draw a Society's Eyes and Hearts upon him Stoc 
as their Head and Center. Thus were the Eyes of he v 
Iſrael fixt on Elijah firſt, and then on Eliſha. in t. 
The venerable Age of your Paſtor, and his unex- ful 
ceptionable Faithfulneſs have render'd him a real Head 
of Union to his Charge ; nor have you, during his 
ſtanding over you, had any Temptation to ak 

Church Union, nor are you chargeable with it. 
But a Man's __ plac'd as Head of a People, 
without Capacity and Fidelity to ſupport the Cha- 
rater and execute the Office, will not always be a 


Succeſsful Means of Peace and Union in particular 'tw 
Churches. Ph bis . 

Therefore it highly concerns a People, who want riet 
2a Miniſter, to Kip, Choice of one, to whom all, if and 


poſlible, ny ſubmit, and in whom, as their Head, Th 
they may c eerfully unite, and againſt whem no cy An 
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any pri- 
fo 


terial Exceptions lye. And thoſe who upon 
vate Reſpects relinquiſh their Right of infiſti 
Miniſterial Abilities, and Faithfulneſs, and a ſuitable 
Temper in the Man who is to minifter amongſt em 
in holy Things, they give up Chriſt's Honour and 
Intereſt, and the Intereſt of rheir own Souls and the 
Souls of others. Where an ill Choice is made, ths 
Glory of a Church will ſoon burn dim. 
3. Aged Faithful Miniſters are an informing, com- 
municating Head. As their Hearers unite in them, 
ſo they miniſter Light and Knowledge to their Hear- 
Such a Head was Eljah, he left not off communi» 
cating to the World about him, and to the Prophets 
nne up after him, till he was withdrawn — 
chem. | 5 
Such a Head was my Father to you, a Communi- 
cating Head, and I need not tell you he had ſomes 
thing to communicate. He had been a cloſe Student 
and Reader, which enabled him to lay in a vaſt 
Stock. He never knew what it was to be lazy ; if 
he was intemperate any Way, it was in ſtudying, for 
in that he was indefatigable. And he had a wonder 
ful Art of extracting the Spirit of an Author, and 
transferring it into his own Diſcourſes with Advan- 
tage, ſo that neither others, nor perhaps himſelf al- 
ways took notice of it, in Regard it might juſtly be 
call'd his own, before he deliver'd it as ſuch, 
le, And ſure we are, he laid out his Stock as liberally, 
la- as he had fairhfully laid it up. As a Meſſenger of 
24 the Lord of Hoſts did his Lips keep Knowledge, and 


lar 'twas not in vain that his People ſought the Law at 
bis Mouth, Mal. ii. 7. There was a Fulneſs and Va- 
nt riety in his publick Performances that were amazing, 
if and which; if I miſtake not, had theſe two Cauſes. 
d, The vaſt Treaſure of Knowledge he had laid up; 
2— And his rich Invention; which, when he ſar down ta 


al bis Fork, enlarged his Views, and furniſh'd yg 
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lively Images and moſt apt Similitudes, which had 
5 s that ſurpriz'd, and which he never purſu'd 

Nor need you be told he ſ down to Work for 
every Sermon he Preach'd, he did not put you off 
with jejune or trifling Miniſtrations , with unfur- 
niſh'd Diſcourſes ; they always ſmell'd of the Lamp. 

As he took uncommon Pains in preparing what he 
was to deliver, fo alſo in delivering What he had pre- 
par' d. And tho he never ard his Voice, yet it 
_ clear and ſtrong while he had any Occaſion 
or it. 325 
Moreover, he deliver d the great Truths of Jeſus 
Chriſt in a Charming Manner, both as to his Lan, 
eee ot 7 
His Grimaces, which were ſomewhat peculiar in 
Prayer, tho'- wholly unaffected, might perhaps be diſ- 
agreeable to Strangers: But his Geſtures in Preaching 
were very becoming an Orator ; there was a Mixture 
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—— 2 — | a> 


Eſt enim Ao quaſi Corporis quædam Eloquentia, cum con- 
ſtet & Voce atq; Motu, Cic. de Orat. p. m. 349. 
Affectus omnes langueſcant neceſſe eſt, niſi voce, vultu, totius 
prope habitu corporis inardeſcant, Quint. Inſtit. L. 1 1. c. 3. 
Si Geſtus ac vultus ab Oratione diſſentiant, triſtia dicamus hila- 
res, affirmemus aliqua renuentes, non autoritas modò verbis, ſed 
etiam fides deſit. ib. f 
 "'Emud\ ar ag 6 A amrgndh © Te Ene Tv xcgov- 
706, Y gens, g F wilafonav F oy Tels puTogeiats - 
Miva, Art Ns 3, T9Y xgueav, Y Ths g ? N Nel Thu Teg” 
Ew, Y und I To ounarywrl{ourvov, N oνx i dy, d 
Tov A Tooelen'svav amarm ignues - N⁰j,/, X) WIAVOS, 
&vazwncry ric duty amgavws;, Y whit wo; ewonpair 
uv, AN wTme 4 mel up ixomws oH gd o Su 
yp olg axtsoy. Nam ſi Oratoris authoritate & Voce, & 
Actionis Varietate, in eloquentiæ ſtudiis uſitata, deſtituatur Oratio, 
atq; etiam occaſionibus, & ſtudio gerendæ rei, nihilq; fit quod vires 
augeat, & ad perſuadendum adjuvet, ſed cum his omnibus careat, 
tum vero inepte, nulloq; cum affectu, ab aliquo recitetur, qui ver- 
ba quodam modo numeret: eam contemni ab auditoribus quis mi- 
retur ? Iſocr, Orat. ad Phil, p. 172. | F 
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| ed at once to convince and raviſh the Souls of che 
urſu'd Hearers; which, being ſupported with  Gravit\ and 
Wet Good Senſe, made him reign-over his moſt judicious 


for Auditors, and often made em fear he wou'd end too 
u off Ml ſoon. Becauſe the Preacher was 2nſe, he ſtill taught the 
nfur- WH People Knowledge,-—he ſought to find out acceptable Words, 
mp. Ad that which was ritten u upright, even Words of 
at he Truth. The Words of the Wiſe are as Goads, and as 


pre- Nails faſtned by the Maſters of Aſſemblies, which are gi- 
ret it ¶ ven from one Shepherd, Ecclel. xii. 9, 10, 11. 
aſion His Prayers were as rich as his Sermons. With 

bw)hat Reverence did he ſpeak to the great God ! 
Jeſus W How extraordinary was the Application of his Mind 


in that Service! How copious his Thoughts, how 
ſtrong and lively his Expreſſion! *Tis too late to 


r in make a Collection of his Prayers, otherwiſe they 

diſ- MW wou'd perhaps be as entertaining and as edifying as 

hing a Volume of Sermons. The Variety of em wou'd 
ſhew that he was confin'd to no ſet Form: 


Never did I ſee a Man aſcend the Pulpit with a 
more ſerious Air; the Compoſure of his Countenance 
at that Time, when he conſtantly us'd a ſhort Men- 


con- 
| tal Prayer, ſhew'd an awful Senſe of the great Work 
W that lay before him. I have beęn- often affected with 
— that Sight. | WS 1 
v7 1 hope you have not received all this Grace in 
Vain, bur are many of you made wiſe to Salvation 
wy by his Miniſtry. Sure I am, if any of you miſs of 
8 Heaven, you can't fay, that your Paſtor never ſhew'd 
AQ you the Way. | | 5 2 
vos, 4. Aged and Faithful Miniſters are a Head of In- 
tro ſpection and Care. They overſee and enquire into 
2 the State of their own Flock, are ready at all Times 
tio, to ſuccour them, and dare not commit the keeping 
K of their Souls to others, 
ren 5 
ni- | The 
of 
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of Softneſs and Vehemence ii his Voice, which tend- 
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+ The Name and Nature of his 
Tanaris 7? Office obiges a Sorjreee Biſbe 


ort, quia Epi „ zee x | 
pt debent Fires. to immecliate Inſpection and Sy. 


„ intendency. Faithful Minis 
ts hug 8 — not Heads without Eyes. 
Vou can all tell what Care your Paſtur has taken 
of. you, what Paifis he has taken with you; how 
faithfully he has admoniſh'd you, how affectionately 
he has pray d with you, how ſeriouſly he has dealt 
with you by his Reproofs and Warnings. 


a 


What Succeſs he has had, you are better able to 2 


judge than I am: If what he has already faid and 
done / ſucceed not, er. may remain as you are for 
him, he will now ſpeak to you no more, he will be 
no more your Reprover. He will no more warn the 
Defiled and Unclcan of their Danger; nor any more 
alarm the Drunkard ; nor trouble the Worldly Man 


with asking his Charity; His Tongue cleaves to the 


Roof of his Mouth. | 

And I may add, you will no more trouble him : 
For ic muſt have been his Trouble if any of you 
ſhou'd have committed Folly and Lewdneſs in 7/7ael: 
If he had ſeen, or ſuſpected that any of you were 
enſlay'd by vile Appetites ; if, even from Rich Men, 
he ſhou'd ſtill have met with urikind Refuſals of 

their Charity, theſe wou'd have been his Trouble. 
Theſe Things chiefly hurt the -Guilty, yet they 
were and wou'd have been unſuitable Returns to him 
for his Care and Love. But he is got above them, 
and has left you below to mend. The ſhadow of 
Death now reſts upon his Eyelids, and he carmot ſce. 
No Reports can ſtrike his Ears: s OE 
F. Aged Faithful Miniſters are an Exemplary Head: 
They are Guides and Leaders to their People and to 
their younger Brethren by their Lives, as well as by 

their Doctrine. EY ew 
Such an Head was my Father unto you. Tho' he 
ſhone in the Pulpit, he did not ſhine only there; nor 
| | Was 


is 5H lle thoſe 8. . a . luge or 
unpalatable Doſes of Pigſick to their e but take 
none themſelves. He liv'd * Truths he preach' d 
and did not ſtand as a Mercury on the Hi gh-Way, 
that ſhews Travellers the Road, but keeps 15 Place 
while they paſs on. But another Muſtratjon may be 
more agreeable and inſtructing. As the Mercuries 
= upon the Roads that led to the Cities of Re- 
when two Ways met, had inſcrib'd upon em 

= Refuge, ſo on his Life you might have look'd 
and read how your ſelves ought to live. 

He did not preſs on you Humility and Lowlineſ 
of Mind with a proud Heart of his own. 

He did not recommend Temperance, and go into 
Exceſſes himſelf. 


He did not rally againſt Oppreſſion, and in the 
mean Time bear hard on the Poor. 
He did not beg your Charity to the D. ifreſſed, to 


the Lecture, for building Houſes of Worſhip, and with⸗ 
hold his own.. 


ie did not Preach up the future Heavenly World 
to you, and all the Time purſue only this World. 
He did not put you on to Diligence in your pro- 
r Callings, and neglect his own Calling ; 5 to this 
Work, the Work of the Miniſtry, and the ſaving of 
Souls he gave up all his Strength. He viſibly — 
away in his Work, and did not ruft way. 


APPLICATION. 


Are aged faithful Miniſters our Heads, are they 
ſich Heads as I have deſcrib'd? 


I. They merit a ſuitable Degree of Reverence and 
Love while they live, nor ought they to be forgot 
when they are dead. We ſhou'd eſteem them as the 
Chariots and Horſemen of 1frael ; as valuable as Fa- 
thers are to a Family; as neceſſary as Horſemen to a 


Nation, 
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Nation: Their” Interel Fin | | ? 
their Courage in Duty, their Prevalency in Prayer, 
are all Grounds of Eſteem. Let us then remember 
thoſe who have had the Rule over us, who have ſpoken 


* 


wnto us the Mord of God, Heb. xii. 7. 
Vour Miniſter was ro you what a Father is to his 
Children; what an able Horſeman is to an Army. 
And as you lov'd him while he liv'd, now he is 
dead, I'm perſuaded moſt of you will not forget 
him. - Thoſe of you who look'd on him as an In- 
terceſſor with God, one who ſtood in the Breach 
between God arid Sinners, and kept off by his Pray- 
ers divine Wrath, will feel your Loſs, and long mourn 
over your dead Paſtor. The Removal of a Praying 
_ Miniſter is an awful Stroke. | 


2. It muſt be your own Hurt and your own Loſs, if 


you grieve and wound them. If the Head ſuffer; 
tho' it be from the Hand or Foot, it can't diſtribute 
Spirits arid Strength to thoſe unkind and abuſive Mem: 
bers as uſual, nor act with its wonted Vigour. 
The Griefs of Miniſters muſt damp their Spirits, 
' cramp em in their Thoughts, Diſcourſes and Prayers, 
and fo return in Miſchief upon your ſelves. Your Part 
is to guard and defend your Head, and it muſt be 
dangerous to your ſelves to afflict and wound it. 

I'm perſuaded few Miniſters have liv'd ainongſt 
their People in more Reputation and Peace; than my 
Father has done amongſt you: And, on his Part, I 
am able to bear my Teſtimony, that his Concern, 
lving and dying, was for you. 3 
* 3 Beg of God that you may never wart amongſt 
you a faithful Miniſter, for in thoſe Circumſtances 
you wou'd want a Head ; one to watch over you, to 
go before you, to communicate Life and Vigour to 
you, one to adviſe, and give you Counſel in all your 
Spiritual Concerns. When God has given you a 
Man, a Miniſter to be your Head, pray for him K 
5 . ſuch, 


| 


God, their Love to tisj 
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ks 1 They vis your 9 5 ſor car Work 15 
"hard, and often very afflicting. 
Other Builders, when they have we: A Foundation 
"nd carried up a Building, can leave it and return to 
it again, and nd the Building as they left it. So 
can the Husbandman plow a Part of his Field one 
Day, and another N the next; but tis often not 
thus with Miniſters, the Workmen that labour at 
God Building, and in God's Husb If they make 
ſome Tnpreſſon on the Minds and Hearts of 
their Hearers one Day, they ſeldom meet them in 
the fame Diſpo ſition, and under the Force of the ſame 
. Impreſſions Fo next Day; the Cares and Pleaſures 
of this World have undone all, and they have their 
Work to de over again. The Progreſs they make is 
. often. ſſow and ſometimes undiſcernable. | 
What need then have they of Heavenly Aids, and 
. her; need of your Prayers to fetch in thoſe Aids? 
2 Thel. iii. 1. Finally Brethren pray for us, that the 
Word of the Lord may be glorified, &c. 

4. How friendly ſhou'd the Miniſters of Chriſt 
abs. 3 themſclves, how well united ? If put 
who are Heads over their ſeveral Flocks, wound eac 

other by bitter cenſorious Words, or unkind Actions, 
they do Hurt to innumerable others, even to every 
Member of thoſe Flocks, whoſe Shepherd is ſmitten, 
and whoſe Head is griev'd. The Servant of the Lord 


oon d not ſtrive, bur be gentle to al, and in particular 
ta each other. 
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II. The Time is coming when God will fe- 
move his aged Miniſters from their Charges. When 
they ſhall be remov'd from their Families, their Flocks 
and their N Miniſters; thoſe who love and 
value em mo 
Tis well that Jeſus Chriſt the Head * the Church 
is alſo the God and Governour of the World, and of 

| every Eyent in it; in 1 the Deaths of 1 * 
ers; 
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ſters, their Removal from World to World, and 
their Removal from one Station to another in this 
World muſt then be under his Care, both as Head 
of the World and of the „ I 15 i 
Now we may ſuppoſe that this Diſpenſation, the 
Death of faithful Miniſters has theſe Foundations or 
Reaſons ro Support it. BY ICE e - $33 

1. That *tis the Pleaſure of Jeſus Chriſt now and 
then to ſhift Hands. This he doth not only for his 
own Glory, that it may appear he can qualify others, 
when ſome are gone, for ith him is the Refidne of the 
Spirit, Bur allo for the Good of Souls, that they 
who are left ungathered by one Miniſter may be ga- 
thered by another. ed 

But may I not ask, Who ſhall come after your 
laſt Paſtor, and convert thoſe whom he has left uncon- 
verted? Who can do more than he has done? I can 
aſſure thee who art left in thy Sins after ſuch a Mini- 
ſter is dead, thy Danger is extreamly great. 
Vet it muſt be own'd divine Grace is inexhauſtible, 
and another Method may work with ſome, where for- 
mer ones have not ſucceeded. Chriſt has on purpoſe 
put this Treafure of the Goſpel into Earthen Yeſſels, 
that- the fafety of the Treaſure, while the Veſſels are 
broke, and irs Proſpering, while the Stewards thereof 
are laid aſide, may convince Men that the Excellency 
of its awakening, perſuading, comforting Power is of 
God and not of Man, 2 Cor. iv. 7. 

If God ſhou'd keep alive the old Miniſters, and 
the Prophets ſhou'd live for ever, it might be con- 
Aru'd that his Stock of Gifts and Grace were drain'd: 
But his qualifying freſh Inſtruments to ſucceed the 
old ones, lets us ſee that his Fund is yet full. Chriſt 
by this Method ſhews himſelf to be the Fountain of 
all Gifts and Grace, and of all Succeſs too-; for tho' 
Miniſters die, the Goſpel hves, and the Work of | 
Souls goes on; All Fleſh is as Graſs, and all the Glo 
of Man, as the Flower of Graſs. The Graſs _— 
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and the Flur thereof falleth a: but the Herd 
the Lord endureth for ever, 1 Pet. i. 24, 25. Whe 
one Miniſter has done all he can, tis fit that another 
ſhou'd come in his Room. Thus more Souls are ga- 
thered, and more Men come upon their Tri. 
2. Tis. of great Service to Miniſters themſelves 
that they muſt die. They being but Men need to 
die as well as other Men, . the Foreſight of Death 
may reſtrain em from over-loving this World, and 


from giving up themſelves to a Life of Diverſion, 
to ſecular Cares or ſenſual Luſts. © ee y 

They need to die, that the Proſpect of Death may 
make em ſerious, and over-awe all their Miniſtrati- 
ons, that nothing of Air and Levity, may ever over- 
take em. A Senſe of God and Death will give the 
Spirits and Hearts of Miniſters a juſt Concern. That 
ſacred Reverence, before-mention'd, with which your 
Paſtor always went into the Pulpit, and addreſs'd God 
and Souls, was apt to diffuſe an Air of Gravity over 
the whole Aſſembly. Gs pat ap Riyal 


Miniſters need to die, that the Approach of Death 
may give Spirit and Life to their Endeavours, make 
them work while they have the Day, and cauſe them 
to uſe all Diligence in gathering Souls and preparing 
FTT TS, 
Finally, Miniſters need to die, that they may not 
too long be kept from their Rewards. When a Day- 
Labourer has done his Days-Work, he wou'd be at 
Reſt: When he has accompliſh'd his Warfare, he 
wou'd be Crown'd. And tis a Pleaſure to a wiſe 
and thinking People when they part with their Mi- 
niſter to know, and to be able to fay, That he has 
done his Work, and done it wall; - that he has 
been faithſul in his Stewardſhip, has acted his Part 
honourably, and is gone off with Glory — 

This may be your Refreſhment ; you may ſpeak 
with Courage, and talk with Delight of your. de- 
ceaſed Paſtor: His Doctrine and Alauner of Life, you 
e b B 2 may 
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may ſtand by and defend; for he has fought a good 
Fight, he has kept the Faith, and is gone to his Reſt 
and his Reward. The ſubject of Corruption lieth 
with us, we may go to his Grave and weep; but 
his Spirit, the Subject of Grace and Sanctification, 
is gene above. He, like a Shock, of Corn fully ripe, is 
ack in, while we ſtand as unripe Fruit, and 


ve need to beg more Time and Means. TM 
2». Fab: 0 Beleg that a People may not only 
acquicſcc in, but reap Benefit from, that their Mini- 
ſters, their moſt faithful ones die. The Expectation 
of their Removal is a proper Means to excite and 
awake Careleſs Hearers, to attend and improve their 
Miniſtrations while they are with em. T will cauſe 
them to hear as thoſe who muſt ſhortly hear em no 
more. W | 
Moreover, the Deaths of Miniſters may bring Peo- 
le to mourn over their own Sins; may cure the Di- 
viſions that ſubſiſt amongſt em; may keep them 
from depending too much on Man; and may create 
freſh Appetites; for many are of that Temper, they 
vou'd not have one Miniſter over-long; Immortal 
Preachers wou'd not pleaſe them. 7 


© I ſhall only add, Tis no doubt the Purpoſe of Je. 


ſus Chriſt to lead a People's Thoughts and Hopes up 


to Heaven, by the Deaths of their Miniſters, as he | 


has been long doing by their Labours and their Lives. 
And one wou'd think, if no other Motive ſhou'd 
ſucceed to diſengage our Affections from this World, 
and to direct them towards a better, this wou'd do it, 
that good Men are apace gathering thither. 
IMPROVEMENT. 

Muſt aged faithful Miniſters be taken from us? 

1. Let us be deriving that Aſſiſtance from them 
while we have them, that we may be better able to 


ſhift without m; and when they are Sone not be 


leſt whelly. Comſortleſe, wholly Graceleſs. 
| | | Now 
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Now your Paſtor.is dead, if his Works and Labours, 
his Words and Sayings, his Life and Pattern live with- 
in you, this will be your Relief: But if he be gone 
and has left thee in thy Sins, if he has left thee a 
Drunkard, a vain, proud Creature, an empty Profeſſor, 
a hallow Boaſter, a Worldling, a hard-hearted Wretch, 
a careleſs Liver, I know not what will become of thee, 
nor can I tell how to ſpeak Peace or Comfort to thee. . 

2. Let us endeavour to ſecure an Intereſt in the 
Grace and Fayour of Chriſt our ever living Head. 
Tho' we may ſay of our Fathers, Where are they ? and 
of the Prophets, Do they live for ever ? Zech. i. 5. yet 
of Chriſt *tis ſaid, He abideth ever, and hath an un- 
changeable Prieſthood, Heb. vii. 24. And becauſe he 
lives, the Goſpel Miniſtry ſhall hve, tho' they WhO 
miniſter in it die. 2 

We all know that our neareſt Relations and deareſt 
Friends will be ſhortly taken from us, then bleſſed 1s 
he who has made the Lord his Truſt. Ceaſe from 
Man, and go to Chriſt your ever-living, your ever- 
laſting He ki e 1 

3. Let us expect to die, and Wag e to die, ſince 
we ſee our Heads and Leaders die before us. Your 
Paſtor has ſhown you the Way both to live well, and 
to die well; follow him, and you will not miſcarry; 
go after him in Life, and you will go to him at Death. 
Death to a good Man is like the Wagons that came 
for Jacob. Death's Errand to ſuch is only to fetch 
em Home to Chriſt, and the ncar Proſpect of it ſhou'd 


III. When aged faithful Miniſters are remov'd 
by Death, they are taken from the Head of their 
Charges, and all who have been under their Care ought 
to look on themſelves as depriv d of their Head. 

For my own Part, I expect to feel it more than I 
yet do, that I am without my Head; that my Father 
is lifted from my Head, I believe many of my Bre- 

120 | B z = en 


r N L425 4 of 6; 4 h 9 D D * q - 
$4 F ENF R 4 Denne Wan eee 2 2 <> 2:48 * PI”. * 4 : PF * 
N * ö MF 7 7 q * ee 9 ns en - * y * * nn . 02 r rn T7 u * . a 
. f pl - * . < 4 A 'L ? 7 8 * * pf * * f 
Ie. | N f Ss , . ' F by e 
4 # f 
- : * — —2 
74 #\ 
2 2 
— 
& 4 n 5 


thren will join with me in their Complaint: Nor are 
vou, I'm perſuaded, inſenſible of your Lofs. Vou 
have loſt a Father, a Friend, an Intercefſor. One that 
watch'd for your Souls, as expeCting to give an Ac- 


count of himſelf to God: One that long d after you 


And how great was his Love to young Miniſters, 
how engaging and almoſt exceſſive his Candour ; how 
welcome did he make em to his Pulpit, his Converſa- 


tion, and his Table! How ready was he to obſerve the 


Excellencies of their Sermons, and how kindly did he 
paſs over the weak Parts without any Notice | 
Tho' his Abilities for the Pulpit ſet him above ma- 
ny of his Brethren, yet he always ſpoke and acted 
amongſt em with Affection and Modeſty. *T was his 
Friendlineſs and Humility that charm d, and made him 
dear to thoſe who cou'd not be ſo well pleas d with 
equal or ſuperiour Parts, where theſe moral Excellen- 


cies were wanting, 
The IMPROFEMENT:. 


When an aged faithful Miniſter dies, are younger 
Miniſters and People depriv d of their Head % 


1. Surviving Miniſters ought hence to be awak'd 


to greater Seriouſneſs, Zeal and Diligence, which will 
abate the Church's Loſs ſuſtain d by ſuch a Stroke, 
The ſaying of a General to his Men is applicable on 
this Occaſion, As he was conſulting wk one of his 
Officers concerning the Diſpoſition of a Battle, that 
was reſolv d upon, a Cannon Ball comes, while they 
were talking together, and daſhes to Pieces the Head 
of the Officer, as he ſtood by his General's Side; 
upon which, with an undaunted Mind, he turns to 
thoſe behind him and fays, Lord have Mercy upon 
F his Soul, he's kill'd, but come we muſt go on 
Tho ycnr Miſter be dead, we that are left be- 
hind miſt go an fighting againſt Satan's Kingdom, 
ah | and 
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and not flack our Work : Our Hands are this Day 
become weak, but God can ſtrengthen them. 4 
2. Tho a faithful Miniſter's Death deprives a Peo= + 
ple of their Head; yet let them remember tis their 
Felicity and Glory, they had ſuch a Head. 
Your Paſtor was your Glory while he livd ; and 
that he was ſo, may be your Comfort now he's dead. 
What remains is, | 
(I.) That you remember the Things you have 
learn d and have been inſtructed in, Coming of hows 
jou have learn'd em, 2 Tim. iii. 14. Think and Talk 
over his Sermons, his Sayings, his Life; that the Seed 
long ſince Sown may riſe up in new and abundant 
Fruits in your Converſation, that you may at length 
arrive at Heaven, as he has done, full of Grace and 
Knowledge; the Rich remains of Light and Good- 
neſs ſhone in him to the laſt; may the Light he has 
convey d into your Minds and Lives ſhine more and 
more unto perfect Day ! 5 Y 
Remember his Diſcourſes from the Pulpit : And 
you who heard em, remember his 4% Sayings. Twas 
y great Infelicity I heard ſo few of em, but the Ne- 
ceſſities of my own Charge prevented me. I Was 
- wonderfully pleas d with one of his Sayings, 9 
4 That the greater Depredations Death makes a- 4 
& mongſt Mankind, the greater Glory will God have 2 
cc jn overcoming Death, and recovering the Ruins of 
« Mankind by a Reſurrection *. 
To ſome Company the next Day he faid, I am 
« going the Way of all the Earth, bur I truſt, thro! 
cc the infinite Mercy of God, and the Merits of 
« Chriſt the Mediator of the new Covenant, that my 
ec Spirit is going the Way of all Saints. He added, 
6 Tho' Miniſters die, the Goſpel Miniſtry lives, be- 
« cauſe Chriſt is a Prieſt for ever. 
The Paſſage that follows, I chooſe to give you in 
the Words of my Worthy Friend and Reverend Bro- 
ther Mr. Srddon, who I thought was able to remem- 
Ke B 4 ber 
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ee 
my Requeſt therefore he thus repreſents the Matter in 


ber what paſs d more 


a Letter to me. 
99 me With 


6 Being ask d by Mr. Aldred, How he did? Mr. Bourn 


„ Mr. Alared replying, Then, Sir, your Reward is near, 
* Your Father, alter a little Pauſe, with an Air and 
« Tone, which I thought, intimated Humility, and 
& alſo Complacency and Satisfaction, return d in theſe 


« Wards, My Reward ! Tis all his Grace. After this, 


& Mr. Aldred ſpoke to this Effect, and as nearly as I 
* can remember, in theſe Terms; Jou are in all pro- 
i bability leaving us behind you for 4 while in this World, 
cc where, you know, we are reproach d and condemn'd b 
* ſome for our Diſſent from the Way eſtabliſhed ; what 
ee think you now that you are in near View of the Tri: 
e bunal of God, of your having atted in the Capacity of 
« a Nonconformiſt Miniſter * Mr, Bourn anſwer d, I 
« have choſen the Way of Truth and Holineſs ; and if [ 
“ were to paſs thro Life again, ſhould, if 1 kyow my 
«K own Heart, aft as I have done. | : 
Such Sayings of your Head are worth layipg up: 
Thoſe who have ed none from the Lips of their 
dying Miniſter, may poſhbly feel ſome Reproaches 
in their own Breaſt, that they ſhou'd attend hum with 
no more Concern. | | 


(2.) That you remember what an Example he has 


ſet you, and that you walk in his Steps; Whoſe Faith 
follow, confidering the End of his Converſation, Helzs 
XIII. 7. 


Here's an endleſs Field. 


But follow him 5 1. In Humility, 
| (2. In Charity. | | 
I, Let the Image of his Humility be drawn upon 
your Minds, and Copied out in your Lives. How 
great or various Joey er his Excellencies were, he 55 
c WOW 


regard to the Paſſage in your. Father's 
* IIlneſs, as nearly as I can recollect, it was thus. 
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low Thoughts of em, bur a quick Senſe of other 


At 

in Mens, and was ready to acknowledge them. He Was 
| contented with a mean Dwelling, for he livd in Ex*®. - 6 1 
r's peCtation of an Houſe from Heaven. He viſited the  Þ 
15, pooreſt Creatures, and at all Hours. How thankful 1 
yn was he for the meaneſt Offices of Love in his Sick- . 
. neſs, as well as for the ſmalleſt Marks of Reſpect in 
ar, his Health! When ſome young Perſons came to ſee 
nd him in his IIlneſs, „He thanked em they wou d 
nd * come to ſee a poor dying Creature | "A 
le Can you be proud under ſuch a Pattern! Can you 1 
15 ſet your Hearts on the Fineries and Vanities of this 1 
; I World, when your holy Miniſter ſo much neglected 
2 them! | : | | ho 
ld, He was as free from Ambition as from Avarice 
by from the Love of Eſteem and Glory, and Dominion, 
bat as of Intereſt ; The Love of which are the uſual 
Tis Sources of Diviſions among Miniſters. Nor was he 

of fond of his own Conceptions ; tho he deliver d Things 
4 ever ſo great in the Pulpit, he let em paſs, he put no 
1 Accent upon em, rs. no Preface to em, nor caſt 
my an obſerving Eye upon the Auditory. He was an ut- 

ter Stranger to the Spirit of Jealouſy, which too of- 
p: ten attends leſs Degrees of Pulpit Eloquence than he 
eir was Maſter of. . 1 2 
16s This Innocency, this Humility made him the Ob- 
th ject of Univerſal Love. | : 
| 2. Imitate his Charity. I can't number the Parti- 
as culars of it, nor amongſt you need I ; many of which 
ith were ſuch as cannot be hid; for thro all his Days hs 
be went about doing Good, and neither ſpard his Pains 

| nor his Purſe. He was both free of his own, and 

had an excellent Faculty of begging the Charity of 
others. * Beſides Occaſional Acts in the Courfe of 

on VVV 5 
W * Which at length procur'd him the Character of the beſt Beg- 
ad gar in BOLTON, ; | | 
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Al his Life, he did for ſeveral Years, upon his own 
Bottom, ſupport a little Charity Schoob paying for 
the Teaching of about twenty poor Children. * And 
© wou'd recommend to you the Continuance of this 
ſmall Foundation, as far as you ſhall find there's juſt 
Occaſion. - There wou d indeed have been leſs need 
of this Admonition, if that Chariry-School which is 
erected in Town of late had promiſcuouſly admitted 
the Children of Diſſenters with others of their own 
Perſuaſion, which wou d have been but a ſuitable Re- 
turn for the Kindneſs their Children have receiv'd 
from Charitable Diſtributions among the Diſſenters. 
But 'twill be no great Hardſhip, if a Few of you 
join in what your Paſtor did alone. There fit ſeve- 
ral rich Men here, who without ſinking their Stock 
in Trade, or their Eſtates may do that ſingly, which 

I am moving to be done jointly. And this you may 
| almoſt promiſe your ſelves the Comfort 4 and to 
fee its Succeſs 3 whereas the many Hundreds given to 
Children don't conſtantly ſucceed. And if you find 
no Occaſion for your Charity this Way ; you need 
but open your Eyes to ſee various other Methods of 

beſtowing it well. Te ret 


a1» 


I remember to have met with it in Exſebins, That 


* when Conſtantine was perſuading a Rich Man to 
& ſome Acts of Charity, and _—_ 

ce a Rod in his Hand he deſcribes his Grave, and told 
* him that within ſuch a Compaſs of Ground he 


& wou'd ſhortly lye, as greedy as he was of Earth 


* Hh. 
Thus *twill be with us all; and _ well ſpent 
Time and Wealth will be our Comfort then, 


PSY 


— a n . y El —— 


* My Father was encourag d and aſſiſted in the Beginning, and 
for ſome Years during the Progreſs of this Work, by the Contri- 
butions of ſeveral Gentlemen in and avout Mancheſter and Bolton, 
whoſe Subſcriptions I have by me, | | | 
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not prevail; with 
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. As thro' all his Life your Paff 


of his Affection, and particularly of his Concern for 
the Weekly Lecture ; having left you a Legacy as 


arge as to any Branch of his Family, whether Chil- 


dren or Grand-Children. * : 
Go you and do likewiſe ; nor fear your Children's 
faring any worſe for your Charity and Goodneſs. 
IV. Tis proper and may be uſeful for a Peo- 
ple, (and for younger Miniſters, the Sons of the Pro- 


phets) to be thinking and diſcourſing before-hand- 
on the Removal of their Miniſters from their Head. 


- You cou'd not well do otherwiſe in your Circum- 
ſtances, when Providence gave you fo {air Notice of 
= Paſtor's Removal, 41 told you clearly that his 
eparture was at Hand. God gradually weaken'd his 
Strength in the Way, and ſo leaſurely took him from 
you, that you might have Time to prepare for ſuch 
an Event, and might have Opportunity of bidding 
him your ſeveral Farewells. As a Lamp goeth out 
when the Oil is ſpent, fo died your Paſtor ; the vis 
tal Flame burn d out, it was not blown out; but he's 
lighted up in Heaven, where he'll ſhine for ever. 
And as you cou'd not but (with the Sons of the 


Prophets concerning Elijah) talk before-hand of his 


being lifted up from you; now he is ſo, I hope your 


— 


* Thus I thought it wou'd have prov'd, but upon a Dividend 


among the ſcveral Branches of my Father's Family, who wwe 
Legaices, there is about twenty Shillings odds on their Side. The 
Legacy to the Support of the Lecture is twenty Pounds, the other 


Sharcs are about Twenty Grumeas., 


Hence it appears, , Father propos d not the enriching Him {ef 
and his Family as his great Find ; that the Moderate Portions he 
gave his Chil ren, and the ſmall Legacies he left to them were nor 
gxher'd out of his People's Allowances. Yet ſo far was he fron 
mean Shifts to raiſe his Salary, tho? his People were abundant; 
able to have done it, that he never appear'd uncaiy at his Alow- 
ances. e 

Thoughts 
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| was doing you and 
all his Neighbours good; to Tome Giving, to others 
Lending; So at his Death he has given you a Mark 
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| 4 * 4 
Thoughts and Diſcourſe 
and not ſoon die away. So fruitful a Life as his was, 
will furniſh you with abundant Matter. 

But tho” 
Time, yet 'twas the leaſt perceivable in the Pulpit, 
where his wonted Vigour was wonderfully exerted 
even in his latter Days. Nay when he went up weak 
thither, he ſcem'd to grow ſtrong with his Work, and 
to forget his Weakneſs : Yet at laſt his Strength fail'd, 
tho' he was far from being weary of his Work, for 
the Pulpit and his Cloſet were his Elements, yet he 


was quite wearied by it. God fſpar'd him amongſt 


you ſo long, till the Conſtitution he had given him 
was worn out; and by the going off of the Diſtemper 
made his Paſſage into the other World eaſy to him, 
when he had done all his Work in this World. He 
burn'd clear to the laſt, but when no vital Moiſture 
was left he muſt go out. 


To add no more, twas well God remov'd him not 
in Anger from you; as I hope he did not; if you 


continue in the Ways of Righteouſneſs, Peace and 
Holineſs, *twill appear he did not. 
'T was well he left you under the Bonds of the Co- 
venant. One Part of his laſt Days Work in Publick 
was to bring you once more to Seal your Covenant 


with God, end he join d with you in it. And this 


was done over the Memorials of your Lord's Death. 
Such a Covenant, and Seal d on ſuch an Occaſion, 
will, I hope, for ever fix you and Chriſt together. 


IMPROVEMENT. 
1. The Condition of carcleſs Hearers is dark and 
uncomfortable, who never thought of ſuch a Stroke, 
never ſeriouſly talk d it over before it came, nor were 


ready for it; whoſe Father, and Paſtor, and ſpiritual 
Friend is gone and they know it not, I mean, are not 


affected with it, but go on inſenſible of their Loſs. 
2. When we ſee our aged Miniſters going off, 
and have Opportunity of Talking about it, this thou'd 


diſpoſe 


of him will be continued, 


is natural Strength abated for a long 
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diſpoſe us to prepare for our own Death. If one 


might chooſe the Time of Dying, it wou d be when' 
fa a Friend of Chriſt died, that we might go to 
Heaven together. Let us alſo go, that abe may die with 


him, John xi. 16. But as he was, fo are we at the 


Diſpoſal of our. common Lord, who keeps the Keys 
of Death and Eternity in his own Hands, and it be- 
comes Chriſtians to be always ready to reſign them» 
ſelves to the Orders from above, in what Manner, or 


at what Time ſoever they are ſent us. Nor can 1 
mention a better Preparative than Converſing with dy- 
ing Men, eſpecially dying Miniſters about the Invi- 


ſible World they are going into. 1 
z. Previous Notice of their Miniſters Deaths ſhou d 


put on a People to pray, that the Spirit of the Pro- 


phets may not retire when the Prophets die. That 


God wou d not remove his own Preſence and that of 
his Miniſters together; but that he wou'd kindle up 
one Light before he puts out another; and wou d ani- 
mate e Mmiſters to more Zeal and Diligence, 
that when their Heads are gone, they may be bete: 
able to ſtand alone. e 1 

V. Some Providences are ſo dark and cloudy, 
particularly the Removal of Faithful Miniſters by 
Death, that thoſe moſt concern d in them, frequently 
care not to talk of em, and deſire only to ſit down 
and think em over. 7 H it, hold you jour Peace. 
Methinks tis ſuch a Time with us. We talk and 
weep a while, and then can only give over and think. 


But we Sorrow molt of all that we ſhall hear his Voice, 


and ſee his Face no more. 
Well, let us fit down and think, < How is the 


« Gold become dim, the fine Gold changed! Ho- ], 


is the Glory departed from our Pulpit! The Glo- 
c ry of our Town is gone”. As 

Mr. HOWE ſays of Maucheſter, 
when Mr. Newcome was gone, fo 
may I fay of Bolton, c Ah, Bolton, Bolton, that anticnt 


Fun. Serm. for Mr. 
Newcoine. Pref. 
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thy Srddon; thy laſt deceaſed Haſtor, thy own and 


Ca» 


of Relig 1 
Lev ers; 


hine, may 
« thy Neighbouring Miniſters never be called up to 


« Witnefs againſt thees they ate dead, but the Word 


ic they have preach d will never die. 

I may add, Ah Bolton] how wou d thy Mer: ga- 
de ther together and weep, were they ſenſible of their 
& Lofs, and did they know what a Man was dead ”, 
But I wou d not aggravate your Sorrows, I believe 
em to be truly great; and as the Painter 7 imanthes, 
that was to draw the corifus d Lamentations of Aga- 
mewnon (the fare with the Scripture 88 for 
the Sacrifice of his Daughter, drew a Veil over that 


which did tranſcend the Skill of his Pencil; fo will 


father vail than either encreaſe or expoſe your Griefs: 

But if Holy Men, and pious Matrons will weep, 
Hear your Paſtors Voice from above, ſaying, « Weep 
« 'not for me, Daughters of FJeruſalem, I am in the 
6c Joy of my Lord, reaping what I have ſowed upon 
« Earth, partaking of a Reward infinitely tranſcend- 
« ing my poor Labours with you: Weep then only 
ce for your ſelves, that you are ſo far behind, and let 
your future Care be to come after me, that I and 
« You may rejoyce together in the Day of Chriſt, 
te that neither You nor I have run in vain, or labour- 
de —— . nn 
I QWill conclude with the Words which I am told 

were the laſt my Father ſpoke to the World, from Heb. 
Xiti. 20, 21. Now the God of Peace that brought again 


from the Dead our Lord Feſus, that great Shepherd of 


the Sheep, thro the Blood of the everlaſting Covenant, 
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